sample letter 1 
(cut and paste addresses and names from the Legislative Addresses file and send)
Representative Mike Thompson
231 Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515-0501





April 27, 2009

RE: EPA compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act will create                      ~170,000 jobs nationwide (right now).

Honorable Representative Thompson,

As congress works on the federal budget and pushes for “shovel-ready” projects, there is a glaring federal agency non-compliance problem that could immediately put thousands to work across the U.S. 

The EPA routinely neglects its responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act as required by EPA’s own regulations (40 CFR 300.5, 300...310 and 36 CFR 800).  For years, the EPA has destroyed countless historic and prehistoric sites across the U.S. without conducting inventories or impact mitigation as required by the above referenced codes.

A glaring example is the 2006 Superfund cleanup at the Elem Indian Reservation where ~$70,000,000 in damage occurred to historic and prehistoric sites, effectively destroying 12,000 years of Elem Community history.  See www.wolfcreekarcheology.com/EPA%20Disaster.htm for details.

Full EPA compliance with federal regulations will not only protect historic resources across the U.S. but will immediately put to work ~170,000 cultural resource professionals, including local Native Americans, historians, archaeologists, and lab personnel, not to mention the service jobs needed to support these crews (restaurants, hotels, transportation, supplies, etc.).

Its not just job creation, its the law. 

Sincerely,


CC: 
Barack Obama (President)
Margaret Conkey (President, Society for American Archaeology)
Mark Allen (President, Society for California Archaeology)
Geraldine Johnson (Chairperson, Elem Indian Colony)
Richard Moe (President, National Trust for Historic Preservation)
John Fowler (Director, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation) 


